
Corridor Improvement Authority Minutes –March 10, 2021Meeting 

 

Present: Chris Barnett, H Scott Bicknell, Dan Dewey, Bill Krausmann, Donni Steele and JoAnn 

Van Tassel  

Absent:  Jeff Schmjtz,  

Others:  Gary Roberts, Jim Stevens and Kim Urbanowski 

 

 

Chris Barnett called the meeting to order at 5:07pm     He then introduced Bill Krausmann as the newest 

CIA Board member. 

 

Agenda Approval – It was moved by JoAnn Van Tassel and supported by Dan Dewey to approve the 

agenda as submitted.     Motion carried       H Scott Bicknell noted that the agenda was not being 

followed as prescribed in the CIA By Laws. 

 

Minutes – It was moved by Donni Steele and supported by H Scott Bicknell to approve the Minutes of 

the November 12, 2020 meeting as submitted.      Motion carried 

 

 

Development Updates: 

Gary Roberts reported that Dan Hunter, Oakland County Economic Development Director, is retiring 

and Ingrid Piehg is the new director.   He will be meeting with her. 

There’s a plan for a  30,000 square foot building on Brown Road east of Joslyn that is moving forward.   

Dedvu Kay with Contour Properties is excited to be in Orion and will have his site plan in three weeks.   

There will be five 3-story buildings with retail on the first floor and apartments on the upper floors.   He 

has the funding for the first phase.     

Grand Management will start moving earth in the Spring.   There will be two restaurant pads and three 

hotels behind them.    The Hyatt House project has gone dark with no response from them lately.   Chris 

Barnett indicated that the project has been held up by Covid-19.    Buzz Silverman is moving ahead with 

a Woodspring Suites development with a coffee shop on the corner.   There are plans for a three story 

building on the Adler property with retail and loft units.   

 

Chris Barnett gave an update on Pulte developments.    There’s less than a one-month supply of houses 

valued over $400,000.00.   The Breckenridge Development near Brown Road with 25 units out of 130 

total sites sold with a value in the high $300,000.00.     47 houses have been sold in the Gregory 

Meadows development with the first phase sold out and work beginning on the second phase.    

The Township is working on updating the Master Plan.   People want a mix of uses and not all big box 

retail uses.   They are also looking for a diverse mix of housing.   Buyers don’t want a lot of yard  work, 

but they want to be able to walk to shops and services.   H Scott Bicknell noted that firer optic is being 

extended into the area. 

 

Baldwin Road Update – Chris Barnett reported that the contractor will be back in April and May to 

finalize the landscaping and the fountain.    There will be a Grand Opening in the summer.    There is a 

new strip center being built on Baldwin across from the Great Lakes Athletic Center.    A new medical 

building will be put up north of the Redwood apartments.   At the northwest corner of Baldwin and 

Maybee Roads, Sharr Development will be constructing residential duplexes.     

JoAnn Van Tassel asked why there is no turn from southbound Baldwin into the Johnny Black’s 

restaurant.   Chris Barnett responded that there was not enough space in the median area for a vehicle to 

wait without blocking traffic.     .Dan Dewey inquired about the planting of trees under the power lines 

along Baldwin.  Jim Stevens said that DTE Energy allowed those trees because they won’t interfere with 

the power lines.   Donni Steele noted that Waldon Road west of Baldwin will be paved in a couple of 

years. 
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Pocket Parks Update – Jordan Road - Chris Barnett noted that the Playful Dragon itself has been 

completed and has families with children using it.   It was funded by a grant. 

Pasadena Park – Chris Barnett indicated that grants have been applied for and that it will focus on the 

Gingell family. 

Gregory Road Park – Chris Barnett stated that the Road Commission for Oakland County granted an 

easement to the car wash business for an entrance off Gregory Road.   The easement is being used for 

employee parking.  There are talks going on with the car wash owner about obtaining use of the 

easement in exchange for parking spaces of the employees.    The Township wants to promote fire 

prevention and similar messages in this area. 

 

Annual Report – Chris Barnett reported that the Report will go to the Township Board at its meeting on 

Monday, March 15th and then to various taxing units from which the CIA is capturing tax money.    

Gary Roberts noted that this Report builds on past Annual Reports.  Page Three talks of work done in 

2020, and Page Four shows the budget to actual financial figures and marketing activities.    Chris 

Barnett related that the CIA first obtained approval of the County Board of Commissioners and the 

County Executive before seeking approval from other taxing units.   The plan indicates that there is no 

full time staff and no plans for expansion of the project.   It was moved by H Scott Bicknell and 

supported by Donni Steele to approve the report and authorize sending it to the Township Board.   

Motion carried. 

 

2021 CIA Board Meeting Schedule – Chris Barnett indicated that the Board had previously adopted a 

motion to hold its meetings at a specific time but it wasn’t followed for the first meeting this year. 

It was moved by H Scott Bicknell and supported by Dan Dewey to hold 2021 CIA Board meetings  

on the second Wednesday of the second month of each quarter at 5:00om.   Motion carried.   

H Scott Bicknell noted that the By Laws call for the Board to adopt and post its meeting schedule at its 

first meeting of each year. 

 

Open Items & Next Steps – H Scott Bicknell indicated a need for more notice of the meeting time and 

the agenda items and requested 7 days notice.    Dan Dewey stated that progress on the CIA plan has 

been held up by Covid-19 and mentioned some of the projects proposed in the past. 

 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 12, 2021. 

 

 

It was moved by H Scott Bicknell and supported by Donni Steele to adjourn, and the meeting was 

adjourned at 6:20pm. 

     

     

JoAnn Van Tassel, Secretary 


